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Goals of what we are talking about today...

& Awareness and red flags

a Increasing people’s comfort level with
' addressing the topic

a Making a report
[]
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Molly Dellinger-Wray

mdwray@vcu.edu

Welcome!




Child Protective Services h
1-800-552-7096 /

Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence |
Action Alliance

1-800-838-8238

Have you ever worked with a family who was
also involved with Child Protective Services?

w PARTICIPANTS

rrrrrrrrr

3/27/14



3/27/14

An act or failure to do
an act from a parent
or other caretaker
that results in:

— Death

— Physical or
emotional harm

— Sexual abuse or
exploitation

(42 USCA Sec. 5106g)

An act or failure to act which presents an imminent risk
of serious harm (neglect, exploitation)




What is
SEXUAL
ABUSE?

An act Which violates 3 Person’s tryst

or safety including:

v Caregiver sexual abyse

v Vaginal or anal intercourse

v Incest

Exposure to Pornography

Photographing Or videoing

children in sexua| Poses or acts

V" Open mouth kissing

V' Sexual touching

Greater Richmond SCAN 2012)

Emotional ABUSE
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The
SCOPE
of the
PROBLEM

In Virginia, a child is
abused or neglected
every 75 minutes,
and every 14 days, a
child dies from the
maltreatment.

The national average
of 9.9 substantiated
cases per 1,000 kids,
Virginia only has 3.3
per 1,000 children.

Of the cases in
Virginia, 30% were
from kids under the
age of 4 years, and
73% were kids under
the age of 12 years.




ABUSE of Children with Disabilities

How much more likely are children with
disabilities to experience abuse or neglect?

ABUSE of Children with Disabilities

2004 study Children with disabilities are almost twice as likely as their
non disabled peers to experience abuse/neglect

Children with Disabilities are 1.5 times more likely to be seriously harmed by the abuse

Children with behavioral health conditions who were maltreated
before age 3 were 10 times more likely to be maltreated again

Children with disabilities are almost three times more likely to be sexually abused, and
particularly children who have an intellectual disability or a mental health disability
are almost 5 times as likely!
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What are some
signs of ABUSE
with infants and

toddlers?
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. Emotional Abuse Is As
Harmful As Physical Abuse.

ACTION AGAINST ABUSE
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TR U E O r FA LS E Mark the box with the correct answer

Causes of child abuse and neglect
include drug abuse and poverty.

Perpetrators of abuse do not just
“lose control.”

Lack of support for a child’s needs
may influence the occurrence of
child abuse or neglect.

TRUE  FALSE
TRUE  FALSE
TRUE FALSE
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INTIMIDATION

Instilling fear through looks,

pets, etc.

USING ADULT
PRIVILEGE
Treating children as servants
 Punishing, bossing, always winning
« Denying input in visitation and
custody decisions « Interrupting.

THREATS
Threatening abandonment, suicide,

physical harm, confinement, or harm
to other loved ones.

ECONOMIC
ABUSE

Withholding basic net

behavior * Squanderi

in divorce.

USING

INSTITUTIONS

actions, gestures, property destruction Threatening punishment with/by
+ Using adult size « Yelling God, courts, police, school,

« Being violent to other parent, juvenile detention, foster homes,

relatives, psych wards.

CHILDREN

using money to control

money « Withholding child
support * Using children as an
economic bargaining chip

ISOLATION
Controlling access to peers/
adults, siblings, other paren
grandparent:

EMOTIONAL ABUSE

Put downs, name calling * Using children
as confidants « Using children to get
or give information to other
parent » Being inconsistent
« Shaming children.

eds,

ing family

DOMI

t,
S.

ESTIC ABUSE INTERVENTION PROJECT
www.duluth-model.org

RESPECT J El

Acknowledge children’s right to have
own feelings, friends, activities and

* Allow for privacy * Respect .
feelings for other parent
* Believe your children.

CARE
FOR YOURSELF
Give yourself personal time
« Keep yourself healthy
* Maintain friendships
* Accept love.

CHILD

GIVE AFFECTION
Express verbal and physical affection
« Be affectionate when your children
are physically or emotionally hurt

ENCOURAGE
AND SUPPORT

Be affirming * Encourage

children to follow their

interest « Let children disagree
with you * Recognize improvement
 Teach new skills « Let them
make mistakes.

Talk and act so that children feel
safe and comfortable expressing
opinions * Promote independence themselves « Be gentle

NURTURING

TRUSTAND § PRO

MOTE
MOTIONAL SECURITY

Be dependable.

PROVIDE
PHYSICAL

family routine « attend to w

SECURITY

Provide food, shelter, clothing
 Teach personal hygiene and
nutrition » Monitor safety » Maintain a

ounds.

REN

PROVIDE DISCIPLINE

Be consistent » Ensure rules are

and expectations « Use
discipline to give
GIVE TIME instruction, not
Participate in your punish.
children’s lives: activities,

school, sports, special events

and days, celebrations, friends

* Include your children in your

activities * Reveal who you are to

your children.

appropriate to age and development
of child * Be clear about limits

DOMESTIC ABUSE INTERVENTION PROJECT
www.duluth-model.org
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Mandated reporters may be:

Social workers

Teachers, principals and other school personnel
Physicians, nurses, and other health-care workers
Counselors, therapists, or mental health professionals
Child care providers

Medical examiners

Law enforcement officers

Anyone in a caretaker position—babysitters, friends of parents,
neighbors, older siblings etc.

(Child Welfare Information Gateway, August 2012
https://www.childwelfare.gov/responding/mandated.cfm)

What if
mandated

reporter FAILS
to report?
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Mandated Reporters
Code of Virginia § 63.2-1509

Persons who, in their professional or official capacity:
* have reason to suspect child is abused or neglected;
* report immediately, to the local department or to the VDSS
toll-free child abuse and neglect hotline; and

* must disclose all the information that is the basis of the report
to the local department including any records or reports
documenting the basis of the allegation.

* Reporters are immune from civil and criminal liability unless
acting in bad faith or with malicious intent (§§63.2-1509 and
63.2-1512)

* Do you think that this child
has been HARMED BY ACTIONS
or FAILURE TO ACT by the
child’s caregiver?

* If 1 DO NOT report, will | be
putting this child at SIGNIFICANT
RISK of FURTHER HARM?
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Have you made a report to CPS?

When making a report, provide information on:

I
@ child
0 Caretaker/Parent

0 Demographics, history, disabilities, current
. location

I
0 Injuries
|
0 Situation observed/what child said
0 Other family and professionals involved

3/27/14
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Reporting ABUSE
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What can you do rig

help protect children?
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React responsibility

Recognize the signs
0.
-0 Talk about it

Minimize opportunity

Learn the facts

Contact your Local Department of Social Services
OR...
Call the VDSS toll-free 24/7 CPS Hotline:

Provide information on:
= Child

= Caretaker/Parent

=  Demographics, history, disabilities, current location
Injuries
Situation observed/what child said

Other family and professionals involved
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Any Questions?

Molly Dellinger-Wray

mdwray@vcu.edu
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