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Background 





What did I sign up for? 
•  Attempt to redefine our thinking about what 

constitutes a meth lab 
•  Learn how bad the meth problem is in 

Virginia 
•  Answer the all important questions of: 

•  Why should I care? 
•  Why are meth labs are dangerous? 
•  What can I do to ensure my safety? 
•  What can I do to help the police? 
•  How long will this presentation last? 

























Which one is Milton? 

A 

B 

C 

D 



What happened to Milton? 





What is a meth lab? 



Mad scientist or evil genius? 

PSE easily converts to meth 



One pot meth labs in Virginia 

•  First one pot lab was seized in 
the Fall of 2009 in Wythe County 

•  Main cook was from Indiana 

•  Prior to 2009 most labs in Virginia 
consisted of Red P labs 



Meth Lab Incidents 

2013 – 409  

•  2012 – 42 kids 
•  2013 – 64 kids 

2009 – 28 

2010 – 106 

2011 – 220   

2012 – 281  



Meth Lab Incidents – 2012 



Meth Lab Incidents – 2013 



Who has the most meth labs in VA? 

Montgomery – 46 
Smyth – 49 

Washington – 63  

*Data are preliminary 

3rd – Montgomery Co. 

2nd – Smyth Co. 

1st – Washington Co. 



2013 Meth Lab Seizures in Virginia 

Total: 409 
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Pulaski – 15 

Montgomery – 46 

Tazewell – 17 

Smyth – 49 
Washington – 63  

*Data are preliminary 

Russell – 23 



Meth Lab Incidents 2011-2013 



How do I stay safe in a meth lab? 

•  Don't go into a meth lab 
•  Situational awareness 
•  Recognition of precursors, 

ingredients, and paraphernalia 



Situational Awareness 

Are you an optimist or a 
pessimist? 

Need to operate with both 
mindsets when it comes to 
your safety 



Why do we care? 







What can I do? 

•  Awareness is the key to ensure your safety. 
•  Look for items utilized to manufacture meth 

•  Don’t be fooled by stereotypes  
•  Look for signs of abnormal behavior 
•  Excessive amounts of precursors/ingredients 
•  Combinations of ingredients stored together 
•  Precursors stored in odd locations 
•  Improper use of essential ingredients 



What’s in a one Pot Lab? 



HCL Gas generator 



HCL Gas Generator 





One pot meth labs 



One pot meth labs 



One pot meth labs 



One pot meth labs 



One pot meth labs 



Why is it dangerous? 



Pick your poison 



Multiple 
precursors stored 
together  

! Are they 
consistent with 
home? 



Are items stored 
consistent with 
their use? 

! Properly used? 



What are the 
red flags? 



Consistent with 
intended use? 



Found on dresser in 
bedroom 



Consistent with 
home?   

Found in home 
during winter. 



Essential items 
stored in odd 
locations 







Safety for Home Visitors 

•  Always let someone know where you are going 

•  Know history of subject, violence or substance abuse? 

•  Keep your cell phone with you 

•  Identify location of exits and sit accordingly 



Safety for Home Visitors 

•  Know who else is in the home 

•  Assume every home has a weapon 

•  Leave if you feel threatened 

•  Trust your instincts 

•  Recognize hazards 



Thank you for listening. 



Questions? 

Lt. Jason Robinson 
jason.robinson@vsp.virginia.gov 


