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SOMETHING  
EXTRA 

Supporting Children !
with Down syndrome !

and their Families!

AUDIO DETAILS: 
1-866-842-5779  

Enter Code: 463-661-9330 

MARCH 4, 2014  •  TALKS ON TUESDAYS WEBINAR 

True or False!

Children	  with	  Down	  syndrome	  o5en	  	  
have	  overac9ve	  thyroids	  

Trisomy	  23	  is	  another	  name	  for	  	  
Down	  syndrome	  

	  

The	  average	  lifespan	  of	  persons	  with	  	  
Down	  syndrome	  is	  55	  

Children	  with	  Down	  syndrome	  
have	  low	  muscle	  tone	  

Adults	  with	  Down	  syndrome	  have	  an	  
increased	  risk	  for	  Alzheimer's	  disease	  

TRUE	  	  	  	  FALSE	  	  

TRUE	  	  	  	  FALSE	  	  

TRUE	  	  	  	  FALSE	  	  

TRUE	  	  	  	  FALSE	  	  

TRUE	  	  	  	  FALSE	  	  

Draw	  a	  circle	  around	  the	  correct	  answer	  
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Motor 
Milestones!

Let’s Chat 
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●  Muscle	  tone	  

●  Increased	  flexibility	  

●  Decreased	  strength	  

●  Short	  arms	  and	  legs	  

●  Medical	  problems	  

Gross Motor 
Development!

Fine Motor!

Single	  Simean	  
Crease	  

	  

Smaller	  hands	  
	  

Wrist	  bones	  
	  

Cogni9on	  
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Oral Motor! Small,	  narrow	  
upper	  jaw	  

	  

High	  palatal	  arch	  
	  

Weak	  oral,	  	  
facial	  muscles	  

	  

Low	  muscle	  tone	  
	  

Hyper	  or	  hypo	  
sensi9ve	  

reac9ons	  to	  
touch	  around	  	  
the	  mouth	  

Learning to Listen!
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WINNIE THE POOH	  
	  

“I don't see much sense in that," 
said Rabbit. "No," said Pooh 
humbly, "there isn't. But there 
was going to be when I began it. 
It's just that something happened 
to it along the way.” 
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Learning to Listen!

•  May	  not	  see	  
signs	  of	  illness	  

•  Awareness	  of	  
behavioral	  
changes	  

•  Addi9onal	  processing	  9me	  

•  Appropriate	  sentence	  length	  
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•  Restate	  as	  necessary	  

•  Model	  task	  comple9on	  

Learning to Listen!
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Listening!

“If	  the	  person	  you	  are	  
talking	  to	  does	  not	  

appear	  to	  be	  listening,	  
be	  pa9ent.	  	  It	  may	  

simply	  be	  that	  he	  has	  a	  
small	  piece	  of	  	  
fluff	  in	  his	  ear.”	  
—Winnie	  the	  Pooh	  

Image	  from	  hZp://www.aboutleaders.com/christopher-‐robin-‐on-‐leadership/	  
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•  Con9nuum	  of	  language	  
acquisi9on	  

•  Ar9cula9on	  errors	  

Expressive !
Communication!
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Expressive 
Language !

How do children communicate 
without using words?!

Let’s Chat 
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•  Missed	  
iden9fica9on	  can	  
mean	  decreased	  
interac9on	  

•  Increased	  
awareness	  can	  
lead	  to	  increased	  
interac9on	  and	  
learning	  

Expressive 
Language!
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Sign Language!
•  Bridge	  
•  Easier	  than	  words	  
•  Decreased	  frustra9on	  

•  Represents	  the	  word	  
•  Whole	  brain	  
•  Clarifies	  verbal	  

•  Sign	  during	  daily	  ac9vi9es	  and	  play	  
•  Choose	  vocabulary	  specific	  to	  

family	  preference	  
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Expressive Language!

baa 

vroom 

whee 
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Expressive	  Language	  
•  Generalize	  

communica9on	  skills	  
•  Provide	  mul9ple	  

opportuni9es	  
•  Variety	  of	  seengs	  
•  Different	  

communica9on	  
partners	  
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Age 2!

Age 10!

Thank You!!


